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New 2020 Federal Form W-4 Information 
• On Dec. 5, the IRS released the long-awaited final version of the 2020 Form W-4, retitled Employee's Withholding Certificate

– Form W-4 instructs employers how much tax to withhold. 
– The IRS redesigned the form and it reflects the changes to the federal tax code from the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, which took 

effect last year.
Key points to note:
• All new employees hired as of Jan. 1, 2020, must complete the new form.
• Current employees are not required to complete a new form but can choose to adjust their withholding based on the new form
• Any adjustments made after Jan. 1, 2020, must be made using the new form.
• Employers can still compute withholding based on information from employees' most recently submitted Form W-4 if employees 

choose not to adjust their withholding using the revised form.

Resources for your location employees:
• The American Payroll Association has provided a sample letter for organizations to use to help guide employees on the changes
• FAQs on the 2020 Form W -4 can be found on the IRS website. 

How does the new 2020 Federal Form W-4 impact UCPath?
• UCPath online will display an updated 2020 Federal Form W-4 page for employees to review and fill out  (launch date planned for 

Jan. 1, 2020).
• An updated 2020 Federal Form W-4 Job Aid will be available for self-service users under the Help/FAQ section in the coming 

month (delivery day TBD)
• Reminder – UCPath Center associates are unable  to offer 2020 Federal Form W-4 tax guidance to employees. Employees should 

consult with a tax adviser with any questions. 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw4.pdf
https://www.americanpayroll.org/docs/default-source/2020-forms-and-pubs/20a02-2020_form_w-4_letter.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/faqs-on-the-2020-form-w-4
https://idpproxy-ucpath.universityofcalifornia.edu/simplesaml/module.php/ucpathdiscovery/disco.php?entityID=https%3A%2F%2Fucpath.universityofcalifornia.edu&return=https%3A%2F%2Fidpproxy-ucpath.universityofcalifornia.edu%2Fsimplesaml%2Fmodule.php%2Fsaml%2Fsp%2Fdiscoresp.php%3FAuthID%3D_86e8cb5bc359448986d98a4de290f0e63660db99ab%253Ahttps%253A%252F%252Fidpproxy-ucpath.universityofcalifornia.edu%252Fsimplesaml%252Fsaml2%252Fidp%252FSSOService.php%253Fspentityid%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fucpath.universityofcalifornia.edu%25252Fsimplesaml%25252Fmodule.php%25252Fsaml%25252Fsp%25252Fmetadata.php%25252Fdefault-sp%2526RelayState%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fucpath.universityofcalifornia.edu%25252Fsaml_login%2526cookieTime%253D1578435484&returnIDParam=idpentityid



